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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 
. run a-mec! and tiltat all 1 mect: 
only wear it tr a land of flectors, 
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LETTERS OF ‘THE BLACK DWARF. 


From the Black Dwarf in England, to the Yellow Bonze at 
Japan. 








CONVERSION OF &A DEN OF — » NEAR DOWNING- 
STRELT, INTO A NEST OF RADICALS. 








‘‘ There is more joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 


than over ninety and nine just persons, who have no need 
of repentance 1" 


Most respected friend, 
1 shall assuredly succeed in my design of 
converting the great ones of this land to the opinions which 
{ have been so long endeavouring to teach them. ‘To be sure 
they are the most ungratesul, great, lubberly, school-boys thou 
hast ever heard of. At school, I ican learn them nothing. They 
will not look at their lessons! Nay, they threaten me, their 
master, with punishment, for chastising their insclence, and 
negligence. But when they get away from me, they open my 
books, pick out my opinions, and retail them as their own 
among their acquaintances, at the market of principles, which 
is the principal trade of the country, just at present. I can 
now scarcely take up a newspaper, but I find something of 
which { have been robbed. The worst of all, is, the shameful 
ingratitude of these great school-boys, in denying that they ever 


attended at my seminary, although they are continually de- 
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claring it to be the worst in the world —a thing they could goz 
know, it they had not been there, However, bad, oY cood » they 
are egies all that L have ta: wilt. as to offer ts. ‘The causes 
they think fit to keep out of view: and the remedies the y dis 
like, as most folks dislike physic, ee nn they need it most. Bur, 
hay eno doubt, my the ory will yet be current in the country, 
as the only one a lapted to its relief, and protection; and when 
I tell thee, that I have made a quarter of a convert of Lord 
Castlereagh, thou wilt see that | have performed one miracle, 
aud have every ree son to expect E shall conquer all opposition. 
Mr. Holme Sumner, a most violent Tory, a thick and thir 
man, who is horror-struck at the licenttousness of the age, has 
borrowed from me, the ciscovery that “the weight of thi 
church establishment lay upon the agricultural interest !” 
Yet, when [I contended this weight ought to be lessened, 1 dare 
say, this Holme Suroner, would have vi ted fo hh imprisonment 
for life. Now lhe wi wile lo a ssen it himself, not inde ed by my 


tusy, and eflicacious way—-viz, TAKING IY opt :---but by jut 
tng a part of it upon the ee cks of the manuf: te Hing and com 
mercial classes A great port, however, } iS i ained by the ad 


mission that the church establishment is a weight :—aud so 
heavy a weight, that, in some way or other, it ough to be les 
sened. A little while ago, the boobies contended it was ne 
weight any where---that tythes were a part of the rent, aud 
mot an additional burthen on the iand ! And, by the beard of 
my father, meny farmers believed this! But Holme Sumner has 
set them right. He has pointed out the church establishment 
asa cause of complaint, asa dead weight that oppresses the 
avricultural interest—as an evil that should be removed —and 
he has my best thauks for his reformation. He has also told 
the people of England, that they might have corn from most 
parts of Europe at ; Gs. Or 37S. per quarter, if the government 
and clerical taxation would let them; and that they are thus 
pillaged of half the price they pay for their bread, by the sys 
tem which they are called upon to — with their lives ; 
meaning probably they ought to slarre themsclres to death, to 
prove its advantages! 
Mr. F. Robinson, the author of the existing corn-bill, cov 
fessed thie circumstances of the last five-and- twenty years 
were the causes of the national distress! Thus 


9 
vivIpe a 
ss side thrust at the e/orious war that had been carried 


Ss 


1, and the e/orious peaee, that had been secured, on/y to be 
inal by the consequences ! 


Mr. Western said his iaacinaeiiie were “ already sinking 
under the rafes aud iipositions, that were vet contmucd. 


é , i . 
Vhe notional debt, and other burtheys, (he added) were 
P ‘ i o. \ é 
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INTOLERABLE.” ‘This, thou wilt readily perceive, are mere 
plagiarisms from the two-penny trash—mere truisms, which 
every artizan in the country has exchanged with his neighbour 
for the last three years ; although Mr. Western struts about 
in them as if his own tailor had sent them home with his last 
suit of clothes. 

Mr. Baring, a sort of higher order man, who has lately been 
borrowing from the celebrated PAINE, has also been pilfering 
from my seminary, the sentiment, that if any additional res- 
trictions on the import of grain were meditated, “ there would 
be ample g eround for alarm: and, le for one would be ready 
“to pull the tocsin with all his might!” So thou seest he has 
become a practical radical, and threatens the honourable 
house that he will ring the people about its ears! If Mr. 
Hunt had said so much at a public meeting, it would have 
been deemed high treason’ Mr. Baring ‘told the farmers 
they had but oe remedy, and that was to be sought ina 
reduction of rent. They have, with Mr. Baring’s pardon for 
contradicting him, one other, and that is in a reduction of 
faxes—and if they are not reduced—we shall see what will 
follow. 

Lord Milton, who yet steadily insists that zo reform is 
necessary, has found out, with a little of my assistance, that 
“it must be Jorg before the country could recover from the 
evils entailed on her by the system. But what enabled the 
system to introduce the evils, Candour would whisper his 
lordship to admit the want of a@ reform which would have 
controlled the system: :—but there is the family nomination of a 
few boroughs, which prevents candour from being attended to. 

Me. Curwen, who abused the radical reformers at Carlisle; 
has stolen the following truism from their creed ; viz.— T he 
great distress was owing to the unproductive state of labour ; 
and the difliculty of the landed interests was owing to the 
heavy taxation; ‘and particularly to the burthen of the poor 
rates! 

Mr. Ricardo, a great fimancier, and a successful stock job- 
ber, having made an immense fortune ‘by speculating in the 
funds, said, from the often reported speeches of the radical 
reformers —* this would he the happiest country in the world, 
“and its progress in prosperity would be beyond the power ot 
‘© ima zination to conceive, if we got rid of two gi ‘eat evils, the 
“ NATIONAL Dest, and the Corn Laws!” Good, old 
John Knight of Manchester. has been sent ——— years to Lan- 
caster Gaol, for such treasonable opinions! The house laughed 
at the idea of getting rid of the National debt!) And well it 
might, The very walls Hit: ‘ht have been pardoned for journin 
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ia it: the more particularly as Mr. Ricardo, ‘ did not mean j,y 
vetting rid of it, sweenimg it away, but diechar@ing it!” Good 
Mr. Ricardo, do tell the Chancellor of the exchequer whith 
way he 1s to dise hare iff As he does not know much }; iunself, 
he will be grateful for the cag tion. 

Mr. Huskisson, whois to be the Chancellor of the Exche 

quer, when it stall plense the preyer authorities to dismiss Mr. 
Vansittart, iy ricked up Ins ears at this opinion, and — 
wished to learn how the matter might be accomplished :- 
** Parliament (he said) night repeal the corn iiws, but it was 
“ rather doubtful whether they could eilect the discharge of 
“the national debt!’ Most people thiak there is mo doubt 
about the matter; but set it down as a thing to be done, when 
the sky fails, or any other impossibility occurs. 

Mr. Coke, who also takes care to guard himself from any 
connection with the radical reformers, has not been more 
scrupulous tn borrewing their opinions. ‘ Ele considered 
** heavy taxation, a3 one great cause of distress to all; but to 
the land-holder a: nd occupier dythes were a most grievous 
“ burthen! The effect of tithes was to withdraw capital from 

‘ poor lands; which could not be supported without artificial 
‘manure :—and it was well known the Clergymen never con- 
‘* tributed any, to those, or to ether lands ! 

Even the Dr agon of Wantley borrowed, or stole from thy 
little friend, whom he was once about to “ put down’ his 
threat, the declaration, that “it was the time to declare 
‘aloud, the eountry could not bear higher prices of Corn, 
* than those which now prevailed!” > When such animals be- 
come auplubious, there must be some dread of a deluge. 
They would attempt to fit themselves for the water, on slight 
grounds ! 

Lord Castlereagh, for once, was frightened into something 
ike honesty ef reasonmg. I may doubt the intention with 

which he appeared honest; but the fact is ceriain. He asked 
the House it they ‘ were prepared to raise that mighty ques- 
‘fon, at am oment when the people were ina state of suffer- 
“ing celina their feedings were agilated, and discontent ex- 
“ited! He fect there was a nighiy responsibility attending 
those who would trutlessly agitate a question so likely to ve 
‘mote discontent amongst the people V This is the bold 
commodore of the pilot who weathered ihe storm; and he be 
gins to be afratd!) No wonder that the crew should be ina 
panic, when the pilot is dead, and the fundamental commo- 
dore confesses he cannot see his way! We shall certainly 
have arceantation jubilee, in a short pertod, Lord Castle. 
reavh is evidently preparine himeelf for it. Cn ’Phursday fast, 
¥hen detendine the ruffling of the Chrct bustier of Chester, he 
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audidly exposed his system of principles, by declaring that 

“he ever held those men in the greatest respect, who knew 
* how to look at political events, as they were passing, and to 
“ MOULD their OPINIONS accordingly ///J° | What is_ this 
but saying, ‘* Give me a fellow who will be any thing that t 
“require; end I myself will be any thing required by the 
*‘ times.” After this declaration, it would be no great wonder 
to find his lordship expatiating on the advantages of a republic, 
if any republic could be shallow enough to trust such a 
man. 

All these approximations to radicalism occurred in three even- 
ings; and on the followimg, viz. Friday last, Lord Nugent de- 
clared the increase of the military “ ferce to be @ race between 
“ disaffection on the one hand, and military force on the 
‘other ; and he feared equa'ly the final tiiumph of either!” 
So that in his lordship’s opinion, the issue of the race 15 
douktful ! 

Encouraged thus to proceed, not by the gratitude of my 
scholars, but from the successtul propagation of my opinions, I 
shall, from time to thine inform, what honourable, or right he- 
nourable, what noble, or most noble school-boy, has been be- 
nefitted by the instructions of 

Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARFS. 
—— — 

Most ALARMtNG.—In the language of the Courier, T stop 
the press to inform thee, that an insurrection against the sys- 
fem, has broken out at Liverpool, even among the constituents 
of George Canning! the reght honourable George Canning! 
At the head of this alarming movement, is Sir Jolin Tolan, 
Kuight, and God knows what beside, who took the chair at a 
Meeting in the TowN HALL, onthe 24th ult. in which the 
following MOST RADICAL RESOLUTIONS were UNANI- 
MOUSLY sgreed to. 

First.—That this Mecting views, with the greatest concern, the 
rradualinerease of paupertsm throughout the Nation ; an increase, 
which, even in this fown, is so pereeplib/e, as to excite in us the 
most painful feelings of sorrow and alarm. 

Secoud,—That the more immediate causes of this evil appear to 
he the general unprofitubleness of trade aud industry, the conseqaent 
scarcity of employmené for the poor, and the low wages of the 
/abourcra in most parts of thekingdom, compared with the prices 
of the necessaries of life. 

Third,—That as the existing coru laws prevent the reduction of 
provisions, nearly the whole earnings of the labouring poor, arc 
absotgved in the purchase of food only; so that our manutactuers 
languish for want of domestic support, as well as for that foreign 
semand, which an tnpertation of cora would epsure; and hence 
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behold an apparent surplus population, half fed and hals 
clothed: while our stores are filled with prohibited eorn, and our 

warehouses are /oaded with manufactured voods. 

Fourth.—That other canses of the increase of Paupcrism are to 
be found in the circumstances, that, even with the present prices 
the farmer cannot meet his high rents, and afford a fair remunera. 
tion for labour; and the manufacturer, who appears to obtain a 
profit upon his exports, ¢ can only do so through the assistance of 
Poor Rates paid to his workmen; so that “the nation at large 
loses, while it appears to gain. 

Vifth.—That the existing restrictions on Commerce in general, 
revents that fayourable interch: ange of commodities, which would 
afford profit to the Merchant, and employment to the labourer; and 
that the operations of the paper system of currency, in the present 
attempt to retura to spec ie payments, have such an effect, by nar- 
rowing the circulating me dium, rendering payments difficult, and 
prices uaprofitable, as to create great embarrassments in trade, 
Sixth.—That while Pauperism is thus rapidiy produced by the 
high prices of provisions a3 to the labourer, their low prices, as 
compared with the farmer’s rents, the operations of the corn-laws, 
the restrictions on trade. and the alterations in the value of money, 
we cannot avoid tracing the whole of these to the pressure of our 
public burthens; and this we stafe without at all discussing tic 
aational policy from which those burdens have urisen. 
Seventh.-—That we therefore deem it highly necessary to appea al 

to the Legislature, and to submit the w hole of the fore voing points 
to its consider ation, and to suggest that as the present price of corn 
is 75 per cent. above the average prices during ten years previous to 
ihe late war, (an advance not o bt ained | by any other productions 
of industr y,) it appears most desirable, and just as far as it regards 
all the diferent orders of this great Emp ire, that the restrictions 
on the importation of corn. sh¢ uld be consider rably diminished, 
the most direct means of alleviating the disiresses of the poor 
This measure, we conceive, would necessarily lead to the adoption 
of such refrenchments in the State, and such a liberal and -equaliz 
ing policy towards th 'e various interests of Agriculturists, Manu- 
facturers, } Merchants, and Fundholders, as would eventu: illy eman 
¢ipate a brave, an industrious, and a loyal nation from those 
burdens and privations which are at present ¢ra/y alarming and 
dejecting.” 

I really expect fo have to inform thee in my nest, that the 
Manchester and Salford Yeomanry have been marched to Liver- 
pool, to arrest, and to conduct to the New Bailey all these 
new-made radicals ; who have, by some means or other obtain- 
ed possession of the papers of some RADICAL COMMITTEE, 
and passed them as their own!) What a strange illustration 1s 
this of Canning’s unlucky election tr: ‘de ahout “ confidenc 


restored,” and “ tranguillity secured [? Liverpool is assu 
redly the masé farvured town in the empire ; ~ what a pic- 
ture of its nusery is drawn in these resolutions ; aud judging 


from the distress here what mu-tit be inless faveured situations ° 
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LORD GRANTHAM AND THE YORK HUSSARS! 
PLE PR PLIFOFEL OP 

This regiment and its gallant commander, have been again 

m the field, and Lord Grantham has made another speech, 
not so objectionable as the one which before acquired for him 
an immortality in the columns of the Black Dwarf, He says 
his men are “ improved in appearance ;” as well as discipline. 
We hope this has arisen from his lordships recommendation to 
get rid of the hussar looking whiskers; and that he has now 
the honor to command an English-looking regiment. For 
his lordship’s dcelaration “ that he sincerely "hopes they may 
have no occasion to meet in any shape, except our present one,” 
we thank him. It is an agreeable contrast with the past boast 
of shaving the reformers. His men have been much bette 
employ ed in shaving themselves! We also concur in the hope 
of his lordship, “ that the unfortunate state of the country may 
eradually subside-—that those who are suflering privations may 
he able to get employment—and that his regiment may never 
be called tovethe er, except for pleasure and improvement.” He 
very fairly confesses the country is in an unfortunate state — 
that there are persons suffering privations, aud want of employ- 
ment; and though a lord, and a lerd-licutenant too, he can 
not think cutting the throats of the sutlering people would be 

the most humane way of putting an end to their misfortunes 
We are quite certain his soldiers would not adopt the opinion, 
il he did; and we hope he ts mistaken, when he says, “ I know 
‘so tar as this, I deZieve you will all follow me, where I th: ought 
or felt it my duty, to order you.” They are not mercenaries 
to be ordered according to any man’s thought sor feelings. 
They are British volunteers—as good judges of the cause in 
which they ought to be employed as Lord Grantham.—Several 
of the best men in the county have already refused to wear 
their swords, under the probability ef being ordered to use 
them at his command :—and in the certainty of being called 
ito array against the wants and miseries of their fellow-coun- 
trymen, not many of those who Jaudably follow him to a re- 
view, would appeir under his bauners. We have never heard 
of any onea rap that the Yorkshire hussars “ wished to be 
employed ;? but the language reported to have been used by 
Lord Grantham, se amen to “imply, that ke woul: then have no 
objection to be called out against the reformers. Whether he 
was then misrepresented—or, in the heat of his military ar- 
dour, misrepresented himself.--or whether he has altered his 
opinions, we are equally satished. But his lordship should not 
ialk about destgning men, nor attempts to ridicule or calum- 
ete las regiment! Peop le cannot help smiiing at what ts ri- 
‘liculous---nor censuring what 1s wrong.---We do pot yet held 
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"TREAT FOR THE ADMIRERS OF PAPER MONEY 
Three banks in Limerick, and one in Cork have suspended 
payments---that is, they are unable to give value for their noles, 
which are, of course mere waste pape o The whole counties 
of Cork, Limerick, Kerry, Clare, and part of ‘Tippera: ry, are 
in the most dreadful state a akivw and distress. Ail who held 
any of the paper rags, are losers to the amount; and as all busi- 
ness was transacted ju them, all business is ata stand, Just as 
fa revolut.on had takea place, and the state of things etpe- 
neuced a violent chance, from tie application of physic il force. 
The rick have become poor, from the operation of what ts 
really a levelling system, Let the silly de alers In peper, Who 
last week broke the door of the Dank off its hinges, ‘to multiply 
their wealth in razs and fe gures, thi nk of this scene; and what 
ridicutous du: pes th: MISC!Ves, O1 th eh deseendants, will resemble, 


when the paper establi: a of Th oan Street shail 
' sti ! 


’ te sayet : = + 3 . oa , © +) +, ¢ 
break up! Tow will pee: ihe beine told, as the Irish are at 
= d» 
present, “to lear an | fort bear ove with another; and be pa- 


nont and resigned ai their losses, for the quiet of the commu- 


pitv! Phis result is that to which al rag-morey necessarily 
leads ; and, howe ver distant the day, it “ill come, when the 


s ’ t 
hag shall dupe all her doating adiulrers. 


LL OC 
——— ee 


LIER AL AIANCE 


FUND FOR RuEroRM.—The preliminary details of the pro- 
posed Society are pot yet completed for publeation. Sir PF. 
Burdett’s motion, on the Manchester slaughter, comes an Oi) 


Charsday. Acier the deeision, and it is adready known what tt 
gull be, a pubhc meeting, It Is ak will be convened in 
Westminster, by those parties who lave been accustomed to 
take the lead, ou such occasions. ‘Vheir ieisure ard convenience 
will be respectfuily wailied, that the expression of the oublic 
feeling may liave greater weight. In the interiu, if should not 
be foi gotten, that the wives and families of two of the indivi- 
duals under sentence may be in waut of that assistance to 
which the sufferings of their husbands have entitied them, at 
the hands of the reformers. This suggestion should prevent 
any unnecessary delay, upon the question: and there is anothes 
reason why delay should be avoided. ‘Phe Bench should know 
what the public think of its tender mercies, before Sir Ff. Bur- 
dett is brought up for judgment. Any movement on the 
part of those desirous of establishing if @ permane nt fund, before 
ILis asceitained what else is intended to pe done ; mdi tit tend 
‘ointerfere with the interest ef the Warkles, Before the pub 
ation of the wext number of the Davart, we shall be released 


tt ; ; ; 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





TO THE DISAPPCINTED FARMERS AND AGRICULTURAL 
PETITIONERS. 


Nay! do not put your fingers in your eves ! 
Nor din the heavens with enavailing cries ! 
Rory but for others to drive on the plough, 
Be patient, and plod on, and make your bow, 
Ag ptiest, or statesmen condescend lo use 

All that your skill or Jabour can produce ! 





Well gentlemen agriculinrists, and faborious culuvaiors of the 
soll! What think you now? Are you not most admirably 
governed? Pocs not your glorious Constiivtion suit you most 
exquisitely? Are you not quite content, and happy, and satisfied, 
and resigned? Come, come, why ail these downcast looks, and 
long faces? Is not George the Third dead, and George the Fourth 
about tu be crowned?) What are yeall cryiog for and looking at 
each other, and the work, with features such as if despair had just 
beencrowned in them? What! Have you not beat Buonaparte ? 
And set Louis on the throne of Prance, and replaced the Pope ? 
And did net you restore the Loguisition ia Spain? ft is not your 
fault that the Republicans have lately overturned it again. Did 
you not rejoice at the war, which made corn so dear? Did you 
not believe the ministers when they told you things would come 
aboutagain? Have you not seen every other class of the comru- 
nily threatened with ruin, with ihe most perfect indillerence?) And 
did you not expect to save yourselves, and then to cry out again 
«* Let those who doa’t like the land leave it?” Ia your petitions, 
do you not prate about the blessiays of your invaluable constitu- 
tion? Donot your advocates say you are quite content with the 
burthens that are laid upon you? Be consisient! In the ruin of 
your hopes, roar out again, God Save the King! ‘Toast the 
‘© Pilot that weathered the storm,” over your bad bargains, as 
you did over your good ones, and be grateful, very grateful to 
lium, for both. Get your Yeomavry horses again ready to cut the 
grumbliag radicals in pieces. Follow Lord Grantham, of shaving 
notoriety to the tield, and cut up the Reformers as his Lordship 


Vou. [TV No. 22. 
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suaved the rump of beet! But do not wonders after this, thai hss 
lordship and his lordship's friends should serve yourselves up as 
sauce to the beef, and devour you at last, out of compliment to 
your loyalty, You have only been the coopcd-up-capons for the 
Boroughmonger’s table; and having boasted of your fatting, you 
ought not to complain at being called out to be plucked and cooked 
for their dinners! It ought to bea great censolation to you, that 
your turn has come the last. 

You may remember that when you were first sct to cry out for 
dear bread, that 1 informed you, you were only the dupes of a few 
interested individuals, who had no regard for your interests, when 
he required your signatures to their petitions. Mr George Webb 
IJall, the leading trumpeter on the occasion, bas got Ats purposes 
answered, by the gift of a place of six hundrcda year! Thatis, 
he has got released from his share of the tazes, and something in 
his pocket besides. We will care nothing now about new corn bille. 
He is the hired servaat of the board of agriculture, and will very 
soon see that things are quite right_as they are, and cannot be 
mended—in short, that the ministerial way, of letting things meng 
themselves, is the best pelicy in the world. The ministers were 
afraid of disubliging the land-holders, of whom Mr. Hall was only 
the puppet—but he had hold of the long ears of a great portion of 
the farmers, and was therefore of conscquence with the adminis- 
ration; for he could have kept up the discussion of the question, 
and they hate discussion of all sorts. ‘* Hush!” is the ministerial 
watch-word, and the countersign ** Mum!” and to keep all quiet, 
Mr. Hall, the van-dog of the party, has obtained his sop in the pan. 
The ministers 2damed him very highly, for interference. Tis pub- 
lication they called ridiculous, and exaggerated propositions ; but 
he had made himse!f formidable. Had he been left unconciliated, 
he would have kept his dupes barking at the legislature. He, 
therefore, has been rewarded with the Sccretaryship of the Board 
of Agriculture, the bribe which conquered the virtue of the late 
Artuur Youse, who proclaimed the advantages of the French 
revolution so loudly as to alarm the despots of the day, and 
induce them to buy the talent which they dare not meet. Mr. 
Hall may now be quiet, It would be indecorons to bait hts pa- 
trons. If he speaks at all, he must palliate the rejection ©! 
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the petitions, affect to regret the circumstance, pocket his hun- 
dreds a year, and steal from the ficld, to which he has led forth 
his ridiculous troops. The thing, however, has made more novse 
than was wished by the hush and mum gentry. Chance was more 
than a match for policy, on the occasion. 

The confidence of the Ministry led them on Tuesday se’nnight 
into a dilemma, from which they have been obliged to extricate 
themselves, by a greater exposure of their system, than they would 
haye chosen to exhibit; Mr. Holme Summer’s motion, for a 
committee to ascertain what relief could be afforded to the agri- 
cultural distress, was not expected to meet with any degree of 
cupport that would render it necessary for the Ministers to muster 
their forces, 1t was known the Ministers were determined not to 
risk their places, by any attempt to introduce new Corn Bills. The 
landed interest has much influence in the hon. House, as far as 
gumbers and property extend. But nothing can defeat the bo- 
roughmongers. They hold all in an universal thraldom. Prince 
and peop‘e, whig and tory, moderates and independents, ag well 
as radicals groan underneath their sway. The boroughmongers 
have decided, that it isnot now a prudent matter to interfere with 
the Corn Laws. It is not out of affection to the manufacturers, 
that they have determined to resist the claims of the agriculturists 
but they feel there is danger to themsclucs, if they take any steps 
whatever. This they took care to announce very early in the last 
session; and they hoped it, would have the effect of inducing the 
county members to keep quiet. Not, that they feared the hostility 
of the county members on the question, but they did not wish 
tu be driven to the necessity of openly using their power. Acci- 
dent, however, drove them to this necessity. In the certainty, 
that the motion would not besupported, Lord Castlereagh suffer- 
ed his rank and file to depart the house; and 101 members, in 
favor ef enquiry into the agricultural distress, outvoted the minis- 
terial party. They were, however, afraid of their own success; 
and instead of passiag on to the appointment of the comm: 
which had been voted, they agreed to adjourn, to afford Lord Cas- 
tlereach an opportunity of mustering his forces to undo alk that 
had been done! 


Fhe vation, at large, will perceive the nature of the bondage. 
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of the honorable house,—end although few will regret the decisiog 
thaysands will be disgusted al the mode in which it was obtained. 
The minister las not only been ebliged to put forth his stren-th, 
but to expose il, ia the most barefaccd manner. He has bren 
obliged to marshal his minions before the public eye—to give the 
word of command on the public parade—and to drive them to the 
recovery of a lost position! And not only to do this, has he been 
compelied ; but his own petulance bas led him te boast that he 
could do this!—that the decision should not have taken place, had 
he been aware cf it—aad having taken place, that he will take 
care it shall be reversed! He says to one, “ ¢o3 and he goeth; and 
to another, come, and he cometh !’—* Low absolute the ——is !” 
What a picture of a British House cof Commons! Why dogs not 
soine harlequin step into the hovourabic house, and metamorphose 
both sides into the imbecile statues which they seem! 

Such are the tactics of the henourable house. One hundred 
and one members forma majority in favor of a measure, which 
the ministers did not expect to suceced. Lord Castlereagh Ju- 
ments and deplorcs the decision—tells the house in plain terms, 
such a decision should not have taken place, had he been aware 
that it was at all probable; and the next night demonstrates his 
power, by producing aw absolute majority of one hundred and 
forty-three, to an amendment nuailifying all) the proceedings! 
What is this, but assertine and proving that debates are ouly fice, 
and members only at liberty, when measures are fortunate enough 
to obtain the sanction of the ministry ;—but that wheneyer a dis- 
position is shewn to ran counter to the wish of the admiuistra- 
tion, the dragoon voters are yeady to overpower ail opposition. 

The agrieulturists may learn from this business, the folly of 
their hopes, and the necessity of associating to procure that re- 
form in parliament, without which they cannot obtain a fair dis- 

ugion, or a free decision on their claims. They will also dis- 
cover, that the only relicf they can ever éxpect to obtain, is by a 
dimenution cf tavation, and the abelifion of tythes! Convinced 
that they cannot escape from the pressure of the national bur- 
thens, kt them endeavour to tighten the load, by demands for 
economy, retrenchment, ant reform! UU they do not see this, and 


i 
" 


this only, is their remedy, they are blind. If thew do see, and fear 
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to follow the path which teads to redemption, to salvation, they 
are cowards and slaves, who well merit the fash, while they beud 
before the whip. 

Not that I regret the fate of these petitions, I cannot wish 
success to men who would get rid of their owa burthens by seeking 
to place them upon the shoulders of others; and IT think very 
meanly of the cant with which many of the petitions are replete. 
To boast of attachment toa system to which at the same mo- 
ment they attribute all their misery, is vile hypocrisy ; and despi- 
cable evasion. I predicted, in positive terms, the fate of the peti- 
tioners. Ministers dare not move in their favor. The stability of 
the system depends upon a siagle thread! and, no movement can 
be taken to alleviate the national distress, without hazarding 
the whole fabric. The agriculturists have put themselves in 
the ungrateful predicament of having sought their exclustve ad- 
vantage, at the general cost; and that too, without deriving any 
benefit from the display of selfish regard for their own interests. 
This I told them, they would do—that they were deluded into 
measures which would reader them contemptible with one part of 
the community, and despicable in the eyes of another part. 

The ministers were, however, a litle alarmed! They did not 


like to expose the wires upon which the puppets danced ; but they 


were coinpelled to be prompt. Lord Castlereagh has made some 


experiments on the ¢emper of the people which he does not like. 
He has discovered that his system of ¢ulimidation does not work 
well. He sends men to prison, and they laugh. 
to be decapitated, 
He begins to fear 


He orders others 
and they laugh too, and deride the execution. 
coercion will not do; and he is aware that 
if he cannot scare the people, he is lost, if he should chance to 
awaken them. We has therefore taken his stand upon “ things 
as they are;” and he will listen to no proposal of change, that 
ean at all interfere with the revcuue, or the existing abases of 
the system. Go, therefore, back again to the plough, ye agricul- 
tural petitioners. Labour in patience for your masters. You are 
very well off—very well indeed. You experience no particular 
erievances, You are as happy as the rest! and things may come 
about, in a few years, or s0; and if they do not, why you will leave 


the world, and it will be a matter of mo consequence whatever to 
grave, you wil) dose the bé-sssngs of taxation; and 


you. Inthe 
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iherefure enjoy them while they are within your reach. Ask yf; 

Justice Bayley tor another lecture upon their advantages,—how 
they tend to keep you im temperance and sobriety, and humility, 
and all the Christian virtues! What an invaluable right is this 
right of petition! But I must not laugh at it, lest I be pros- 
ecuted again for'my irreverent levity on the subject of our thrice 
glorious constitution !—If the agriculturists should be disposed to 
petition again, they ought to petition for a reductzon of all official 
salaries, upon the principles laid down by the ministers themselves 


—that the country is in a state of great difficulty—that all ranks 
are a &tttle oppressed—and that the oppression must be borne with 
patience ! Now there is one class, which is not at all oppressed— 
which feels no difficulties—which bears no share of the public bur- 
thens! This is a class which ought to be attacked, in a parliamentary 
way, of course! Let the legislature begin by equalizing the 
burthens; or, at least, by taking away the superfluity of this fa: 
voured class, to relieve the wants of the rest. At the head of this 
class, stand the participators in the Ciri/ List! When the public 
weal is at hazard, we must not stand upon the complaisances of 
the day. Yo be plain, then, what dificultics has the Monarch 
encountered, while he laments the difliculties of the state? Can- 
not he dispense with a considerable reduction of his allowances ? 
Cannot his dignity be fairly supported at a much less expence? 
His ministers would much better consult his interest, by advising 
Aim to insist upon sharing the difficulties, which weigh his subjects 
to the ground. And the public should insist that the cormorants 
xod caterpillars which surround him, should be content with the 
leaves, and not eat up the stem of the tree. 

There is the Lord Chancellor who has accumulated his tens of 
thousands, in what he calls the public service, aud he too talks 
about the difficulties to which the country is subjected, Why is 
he not made also to participate in them, as well as the individuals 
upon whom he has contributed to entail them? It is amusing 
enough to hear the fellows who have brought the country into its 
state of tribulation, not only without experiencing any themselves, 
but for their own profit, talk of the duty of bearing magnanimously 
the evils which have fallen upon the nation. ‘Throw the Chancel- 
jor’s enormous fees into the common stock, and let us then see 
whether he will speak quite so jocularly upon the difficulties of the 
times. Retrench Sidmouth’s, Castlereagh’s, and Cauning’s, emolu3 
srents in the same degree that agricultural, mercantile, and com- 
mercial capital has suffered; and then let us see how patiently 
they will bear ¢heir grievances. At present they are ierely 
mocking us: and eying us with much the same feelings with 
which they woald regard an overloaded ass.—‘ It is a great pity, 
poor fellow, you should have so much to carry, but you must go 
on:—be patient, there’s a good fellow, and don’t oblige us—for 
we would be merciful—indeed we would—so do not oblige us 
to have recourse to the whip!” They have no intention of 
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helping the ass, although they affect to pity him. Would they 
each take a handful from his back, he might jog on comfortably 
enough,—but asses were made to bear, and state cormorants to 
drive them. 

The farmers ought always to remember that the place into which 
Mr. Hall has proridentially fallen, was once filled by Mr. Antnur 
Youne. This is material; and it is also material to remember who 
was Mr. Arthur Young. He was an independent gentleman; and 
having travelled through France, before the Revolution, when the 
French farmer was almost as much weighed down by the public 
burthens as the English farmer is now, besides being oppressed by 
other shameful grievances, saw the necessity of a revolution; and 
having seen part of its effects, he saw also its utility: and in his 
Travels in France, he expressed himself very strongly in its favor. 
He did not scruple to laugh at royalty, to vindicate the right of 
the people to be free, to condemn tythes, and heavy taxation ; 
and to talk about the English institutions, as if there were quite 
room enough for amendment. His work may be called “ A De- 
FENCE OF Revoxutions,” from which I shall soon present to 
my readers some arguments and stalements, which may come 
home to their businesses and bosoms. It is the prineiple of the 
Pitt system, to reduce all the virlue, and purchase all the talent 
within its reach ; and it is unfortunate for the public, that it has 
heen so successful. Arthur Young was a dangerous enemy to 2 
bad system, unless he could be made a partaker in its advantages 
to the few, while it plundered the many. Had Arthur Young had 
the moral honesty to refuse being bribed, he had been railed at as 
a second Paine, but by sclling hesintegrity, and betraying the far- 
mera, in whese lehalf he had written; he became Secretary to a 
useless board, called the Board of Agriculture, reccived £600 a 
year, of tho public money, and was deemed very charitable, for 
giving away a few pounds annually to some few of the poor wretches, 
who were robbed of half their carnings, to make tip his salary, and 
the salaries of other great paupers, who pretend to hold great 
offices, when they only in fact receive great wages for doing 
nothing. 

You will also remember that this appointment is, in the gift of 
the administration; and that the ministers must have bestowed 
this original bribe of Arthur Young, upon your champion, Mr. 
Hall! Now, on what account could it have been bestowed upon 
him! Open your eyes, and see! It could not be for his agricul- 
tural knowledge—tor the ministers condemn his manifesto as 
absurd,and mischievous, Itcould net be for his exertions in your 
eause, for those exertions have been displeasing to the ministry. 
It was de; /ored ky Lord Castlereagh, that the question should be 
agitated. He lamented the decision of the house, and immediately 
reversed it. Yet Mr. Hall has been rewarded by a ministerial 
appointment! It was given to Arthur Young, to suppress any 
further essays in favor of revolutions. In the present instance, has 
it not been given to silence the discussion of the agricultural dis- 
tress! Arthur Young said nothing against bad systems of govern. 
ment, after his appointment. Should Mr. Hall say nothing more 
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about the agricultural distress, his motives will be 


easily ascer- 
tained. 


In the present condition of the country, it is worse than useless, 
for any elass to seek a partval reef, except indeed those classes 
which exist upon the public distress. ‘The productive classes of 
the community, are fairly pitted against the devouring classes. It 
is Vain to petition the veracity of the latter, to devour less. As 
well might the wolf be petitioned to leave off eating, while any 
thing remained to eat. Jf the ranmer could be heard in the 
senate, would he be necan cnough to say, put my lead on the back 
of the manufacturer. Would be not rather say, 1 will bear no 
longer the burthens to which lam unequal. A genuine represen- 
tation of the people, would easily find the means of diminishing 
ihe expenditure of ihe stale one HALF! This is the relief that ts 

anted. Thisis the rcltef which is about to be adopted in Ame- 
rica, where the people arc represented. Instead of talking about 
the dignily af the crown, they consult the wants ofthe people; and 
# committe there appointed to consider the state of the country ; 
or, in other words, to ascertain what relief can be afforded to the 
national distress, have resolved—* that the President of the United 
'' States be requested to cause such a plan to be prepared, as wil! 
** enable Congress, at its next Session, to make such reductions in 
** the various branches of public expenditures, as may be required 
** by the state of the finanecs and the ruBLIc Goon.” 

This is the true spirit of legislation; imstead of the disgraceful 
gibberish, (for it deserves no beiter name) of Mr. Justice Bailey, 
about the blessings of taxalion, the American committee very justly 
observes—" We are warned against the effects of a large and ac- 
*cumulating debt by the experience of other nations. A nation, 
‘ Jabouring under the pressure of a darge debt, nv more than an 
'* individual, can be considered independent, Money is power ; and 
‘that nation will become powerless who shall mortgage tts re- 
** sources, without the prospect of relieving them by discharging 
“its engagements.” 

ifany thing can open your eyes, this should accomplish so de- 
sirable an object. Hut if you are blind, reaily and incurably 
blind, you must be lett to your inevitable fate. When the blind 
lead the blind, saysa high authority, both shall fall in the ditch ; 
but you are ima worse predicament, for you willbe ded into it, by 
the kKnaves whom you trust, and be tortured with their laughter at 
your impotent cflorts to seramble out of the mire! This year 
will add about fouricen wiions more to what is ludicrously and 
impudently called your debt! The interest must be paid, and the 
tazes will increase in due proportion. The prospect before you, 
then, isgrealer pressure, and no possible relief! Your only re- 
medy is to obiain the management of your afiairs, through a par- 
bament, not virtually, but actval/y of your cwn choosing ! 


To this one point, direct vour constaslt ai, 
, nA ~ eB 4 ‘ vg 
‘Vhis mokes your happiness—or lost, your shame, 
Your well wisber, 
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“ My Masters of Mistule! I have a crow te pluck with you.” 
Orp Pray. 


—_——_—_-— ~~ 


156. The being rightfully possessed of great Bowes aud 
riches, execedingly beyond the greatest part of the sons of 
Adam, is so far from being an excuse apie less a reason -—- 
for rapine and oppression, (which the eadamaging another, 
without authority, is) that on the contrary it is a great aggra- 
vation of it. For the exceeding the bounds of authority Is no 
more a right in a great, than ina petty officer; no more justt- 
tiable in aking, than in a constable; but is so much the worse 
in the former, in that he had more trust put in him, has al- 
ready a much greater share than the rest of his brethren, and 
is suppored, from the advantages of his education, einploy- 
ment, and counsellors, to be more knowing in the measures of 


right and wrons.—John Locke. Twa Treatises on Goverument. 
POO, 


1A7. All goveruments have an undoubted right to punish 
actions burtiul to the state; but no rulers on earth are war- 
rauted to punish mew for their ideas and opinions. ‘To chastise 
4inan for his supposed errors, is the most glering and cruel of 
Mi tyrannies.-—Barok Knigge. Praciieal Philosophy of So- 
cial Life, fidiled by P. Vill. 17-99. 


i153. ’Pwas not to learn ioreigu languages that the Grecian 
and Roman youths went for so long together to the academies 
aud lectures of their philosophers. “Pwas not then, as now, 
with us, when the character of a scholar is, to be well skilled in 
words —when one well versed in the dark terms and sub- 
Wehtes of the schools, passes fora profox nd pi nilosoph er; (by 
which we seein to have so far perveried the notion of learning, 
that a man may be reputed a most exiraordinary scholar, and 

tthe same time, be the most useless thing in the wold) — 
much less was it to learn their own mother toncues, the Greek 
and Latin, which we hunt after so e: gerly for inany years to- 

ether,—not as being the vehicles of good sense, but as if they 
had some intrinsic virtue. ’Iwas to learn how and when to 
speak pertinently, how to act like a man, to subdue the pas- 


sions, to be public s spirited, to despise death, torments, and 
sonach. r iches, 
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— ot educ: ation produced men of anothiel stamp than Ap. 

ars NOW Upon the theatre of the world; such as we are 
scarce worthy to mention, and) must never lope to imitate, 
bil the ke manner of institution grows again into reputation ; 
Which in enslaved countries ’tis never hkely to do, as long as 
the ecch stuslics, whe have an Opposite interest, keep, 1 not only 
the education of youth, but the consciences of old men, in 
fier hands.—Lord Motesworli. Preface to an Account of 

Denmark, 1094 

159. ‘Phe Act for the Militia being passed, (1659,) the coni- 
mand of all the forces aid garrisons settled on Monk, and the 
feet in his power jointly with Colonel Montague, the pre- 
tended parliament authorized their Council of State to provide 
tor the public safety on all emergencies, and to dispose of af- 
fairs as they should think fit, till the meeting of the next par- 
amet; which, being done, and the House ready to pass the 
Act for their own dissolution, Mr. Crew, Wo had been as 
forward as any man in beginning and carrying on the wat 
against the late King, moved, that before they dissolved theni- 
selves, they should bear their Wilhess against the horrid 
murder (as he called it) of the King. ‘This unexpected motion 
prevailed with many tien present, to deny their concurrence 
to that act against the King, though not to reflect in the same 
mannes on those who had been concerned ia it. And one of 
them concluding his discourse, with protesting, ‘ that he had 
neither hand nor heart in that allair,’ Mr. ‘Thomas Scott, 
(who had been so much deluded by the hypocrisy of Monk) 
in abhorrence of that base spirit, said, ‘that although he knew 
not where to lay his head at that time, yet he durst. not retuse 
to own, that not only his hand but his heart also was in it ;’ and 
after he had pronounced divers reasons to prove the 
justice of it, he concluded, ‘ that he should desire no greatei 
honour in this world, than that the following inscription should 
be engraved on his tomb :—(Tere lieth one who had a hand 
and a heart in the execution of Charies Stuart, late Iking of 
England.—Edmund Ludlow, Memoirs, 1098. 

160. True piety i 2 prince, is a sense of God Almighty’s 
providence and justice, a submission to the eternal law ‘of 
equity, a knowledge of his own mortal condition and frailties, 
and a desire to keep the bonds of union entire between all his 
subjects. As for this or that party in religion, he must see it 
be religion and not faction; and so far indulge it, as con- 
science inay be satisfied and ambition disappointed. This can 
be done by none, but by one who has been bred up in some 
acquainiance with moderation, and has not sworn to advance 4 
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party. Christian religion has been too far clogged by orna- 
ment, superstition, superstructure, impositions, unnecessary 
questions, and more unnecessary determinations, ever to hope 
that any one party shall subdue the other by argument, or dint 
of reason, 40 3s to bring them over; then there remains no- 
thing but force, which is of such ill consequence, that it is the 
only way to banish all sense of religion out of the world. 
Therefore, a mutual forbearance, an allowance or permissive 
indulgence to mistakes and prepossessions, is all that is left ; 
and more than this, man cannot invent with any good meaning 
to his fellow-creature, A prince who has been used to this, 
who is not startled at names, who desires to be a father to his 
people, not a tool to his priests or ministers, is the prince that 
England wants.—The Character of a Prince, 1089. 


—— 


161, After a review of such principles and conduct, it may 
seem something strange to find ou a sudden, that the career of 
this King’s (James If) proceedings met with one of its first 
stops from some of ihe clergy; this was in their refusal to read 
the King's declaration for iiberty of conscience, on aecount of 
which, seven of the bishops were committed to the Tower. 
But in this non-compliance with the Court, (unusual as it was) 
they swerved not from their usual policy, They began to see 
plainly, that their own interest, and the designs of the King 
were no longer compatible ; for a Roman Popery, (not an Eng- 
lish one, as in Charles the First’s time) was now to be esta- 
blished here. The affair of Magdalen College had opened their 
eyes to a sense of the danger they ran, in being further tools to 
his designs: and that they were likely to hold their ecclesiastical 
possessions by the uncertain tenure of the King’s will. Was it 
not, therefore, the cause of the church alone, not that of pub- 
lic liberty, that wrought this sudden alteration in the clergy? 
The attempts on civil liberty had remained uncensured and un- 
opposed—nay, were enforced by them on pain of damiation ; 
and none of these very bishops had scrupled, or even thought 
it indecent, to publish from their pulpits, the late King’s abu- 
sive declaration against the conduct of his Parliament, inso- 
much, that this same archbishop, (now one of the seven) was 
the person that proposed it in council. So used had King 
James been to bear an absolute obedience to his commands 
preached up by the clergy, and to meet with their full compli. 
ance in other matters, that on this opposition, he very natu- 
rally said, ‘ I did not expect this from the Church of England, 
especially from some of you,— Sir Edmund Thomas. A short 
vice of the conduct of the English Clergy, 1737. 
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162. But should we concede that our necks ave used to the 
yoke, that we are become familiar with servitude, shall we wil 
heals suffer our ears to be bored to the posts of our new mas- 
ters, and become slaves for ever?—Sball we court our bonds, 
and glory in that which is our shame? Shall we never learn 
to be free, and to value liberty ?—Shall we never emancipate 
ourselves and our posterity, but entail thraldom and slavery on 
them also, to all generations? For so long as we draw in this 
yoke, our condition is the same with slaves; whatsoever is 
born unto us, is a vassal of our lord’s—-the fruit of our lois 
must drink of the same cup with us, draw in the same voke, 
groan under the same tyranny and oppression we bequeath to 
them—nay, who knows but their bondage may inerease, (like 
that of Israel’s under the son ef Solomon, whose little finger w. 18 
heavier than his father’s loins) for tvyrannies usually exasperate 
end wax worse with continuance? Shall we now leave our 
children liberty, er bonds—ireedom, or oppression? If we 
who have had our necks worn with the yoke, and our backs 
bowed down with heavy burdens, are of a couchant, slavish 
spirit, perhaps our posterity, if born in a freer air , and under 
the influences of a more benign government, m: ay prove of 
more generous and nobie spirits, worthy of, and knowing how 
to piize their liberty. But without doubt, those brave and 
gallant souls, by the conduct of whose walone and prudence, 
we have broken the iron yoke of arbitrary and exorbitant 
power, and (by the good providence of God) redeemed the 
captivity 0 f our nation from the unrighteous bouds of Our 
wicked Bade are worthy of, and know iiow to prize and 
inprove what hath been p: iehased with so much sweat and 
toil, and willpotin the end sell their birthright for a mess of 
potface,—but leave an offspring, heirs of their own valeur and 
gallantry, that with the utinost peril of their lives and cortunes, 
will defend and preserve what the labours of their uuecestors 
bave purcaased with sore travail, both of mind and body, and 
so transmit it entire to their posterity, through many cenera 
tionseetill the consummation of all things, aad that time shail 
tenomore.—l modest Plea for an equal Commenwealih, &: 

1659, 


163. Ancient and well governed coimnionweaiths were won! 
by their conquests te nll their treasuries with gold and silver, to 
nive reward to soldiers, to spare the pee bie fron i tributes, te 
make triumphs aud public feasts ; but in later tines, the wars 
have used —first, to auetie the treasure, and . town. 


poverish ihe peapic, yithout assuling them from them ene 
mies, Sir Walter Raleigh. The Cabinel Counce’, Lolo 
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RECENT PLOT AGAINST MR. JONNSON, OF 
SMEDLEY COTTAGE. 


‘To Mr. D. H. AuDENsHAW, NEAR MANCHESTER, 





Lincoln Castle, June 1, 1820, 
My dear Sir, 3d week of my imprisonment. 
I hope you will forgive your political pupil, for 
not writing to you before. Knowing your great anxiety for 
my happiness, and the welfare of my family, this neglect would 
have been unpardonable, had it not been in a great measure, 
unavoidable, from the bustle occasioned by the workmen, in 
fittiug up the apartments in which we are to waste the next 
twelve months of our lives. In sitting amidst your amiable 
family for the last eight or ten years, receiving and imparting 
political and literary information, and hearing you relate the 
comic, and tragic proceedings, of a blood-stained parson, and 
his brutal followers—of his Quixotic expedition to Acton 
Moss, where the turf-stacks compelled him to retreat, and hide 
himself in a hearse!—of his serious exploits at Bucton Castle 
and Raytow--your warning me of the monster, and cautioning 
me not to fall into the fangs of this mule-brute, bred between 
priest and lawyer—a sort of spawn hatched into political exis- 
tence bv the apostate, Pitt, with a Janus’s head, and a tail and 
feet alternately covered froin public view, with a lawyer's gown 
and cassock—-little did we then think, I should in so short a 
period, have the immortal honour of sharing with you, in so 
much greater a degree, the persecution of this brute, and his 
bratal coadjutors and employers, supporters, and rewarders, 
Not having an opportunity of seeing you, previous to my 
departure for London, to receive my credentials for safe cus- 
tody in this gaol, 1 could not inform you of a most diabolical 
plot against Mr. Hunt, and myself, whieh I had the good for- 
inne to uiscover two days before I left home. The affidavits 
of the circumstances, from the parties attempted to be suborned 
against us, I offered to the Court of King’s Bench, when 
brought up, for what was ludicrously termed, judgment, to 
shew that our persecutors would stop at nothing to attain that 
end, so piously expressed by one ot our churchwardens---"' that 
“they would wade through half the blood of Manchester, 
‘* sooner than miss Johnson’s life?’ The Court, however, 
which is extremely tender of the Mauchester authorities, would 
not receive them; and they were precluded from appearing in 
the nsual channels of communication. 1 therefore present you 
with copies of the depositions, and [ need not call your most 
serious attention to the acene of infamy they develop. 
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in tar Kina’s Bencn. 

MATILDA PEARSON, of Cleegs-buildings, Canal.strect, 
Manchester, maketh oath and saith, that on Sunday the twelfth 
day of April last, an officer attached to the Police of the town of 
Manchester, cailed at the house of this deponent and desired her 
to accompany him to the Police-office, where this deponent saw 
John Shawcross, the clerk, who said to this deponent, “oh, your 
name is Pearson, was not you at Jolinson’s, secing Mr. Hunt 
about some property 2?” to which she replied that she was, and had 
cousulted with that gentlemen, who upon hearing her relation of 
the circumstances, recommended her to apply to some solicitor, as 
he himself was incapable of advising her upon the subject: and 
that the said John Shawcross thenasked the deponent, whether her 
husband was iu work, as he understood that he had been out of 
employ great part of the winter; and stated, that he (the said Johu 
Shawcross) could bea great friend to her, if she would come to 
the Police-office on Monday and do as he wanted her to do, and 
that he could get her property for her. That deponent asked 
what he wanted her todo; when he replied, that she must swear 
what he wanted her against Hunt, for they wanted to hang him, 
and If she would swear it they should be able to hang him: that 
tleponent was very much alarmed, but said she would do so, but 
that she was afraid of her neighbours; when Shaweross said to de- 
ponent, that they would put thei into one of Nadin’s houses, 
where nobody should molest her. And this deponent further saith, 
that Shawcross then said, we have got Johnson’s gardener to swear 
against Johnson, and if you will swear against Hunt, we shall 
hang them both. And this deponent further saith, that she then 
left the Police-office, and returned home 3 and that she went again 
to the Police-office on Monday the seventeenth of April last, when. 
she saw Shaweross, who took this deponent into an ianer room, and 
having waited there a few minutes, he took her to the Coach and 
Horses in Deansgate, where he had some brandy and water, and 
told this deponent to drink. And this deponent further saith, that 
Shawcross then said to this deponent, if you will do ail I want you 
to do against this rascal Hunt, Nadin will do any thing for you, but 
he does not know any thing of it yet. That deponent then said, I 
had better tell my husband about it, to which he replied no, not 
uotil you come up to the Police-office about it. And this deponent 
furtber saith, that Shawcross said to this deponeut, { will take you 
toa gentleman, who will be an unknown friend to you, but you 
must keep it a great secret, what is going to be transacted there. 
That deponent and Shawcross then went to Mr. Heslop’s house, and 
saw Mr. Heslop in the passage, and after Shaweross had whispered 
to him something which this deponent did not overhear, Heslop 
said to deponent, oh your name is Pearson, and sent deponent into 
the kitchen, and after deponent had remained there about ten 
minutes, Shaweross called deponent, and took her into an oflice 
where Mr. Heslop was standing, who said to deponeut, Mrs. Pear- 
son sit down, and then directed Shaweross to take a sheet of paper 
which he did. Huslop then said to deponent, | hope you have no 
objection to what he (pointing to Shaweross) asked you, and then 
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quitted the room, and after Shiwcross had written a short time, 
Heslop again returped, and looked over what Shawcross had 
written, and desired deponent to go out of the room, which she did, 
and waited in the passage, and the door being shut, deponent lis- 
tened at the key hole, and heard Heslop say to Shawcross, why did 
you not give her a good deal to drink, and then we could have 
finished the business here, and got her to sign it, you see the 
woman ts quite frightened; Shawcross odie no, but tell her 
abont money, and that will tempt her; and after a few minutes 
Shawcross opened the door and admitted deponent and said, come 
and sit down against me, Mrs. Pearson, And deponent further 
saith, that Mr. Heslop then again left the room and Shawcross said 
to deponent, ‘* damn it woman don’t be frightened ;”’ to which de. 
ponent auswered, ‘you are enough to frighten any one ;” that 
Shawcross then said, ** now I will finish the paper, and then you 
shall sign it ;’’ but deponent said I cannot write: Shawcross replied, 
I will write it, and you shall make your mark; I will go aud shew 
it tosome gentlemen, and then it must be drawn again, and you 
willhave to swear to it, and when it is signed, you will havea very 
handsome present of money, but when it ig all settled you shall 
be alady, and your husband a gentleman, and ee this de- 
ponent, that her husband would have a situation and have no more 
oceasion to work at his business. And this ceponent further 
saith, that Shaweross said to her, in answer to an enquiry as to the 
parport of the affidavit which he wished herto make, that she must 
swear that Hunt walked with her as far as the halfpenny-bridge, 
(which is about a mile from Johnson's house) and that during that 
time that Hunt said to her, that the Prince Regent ought to be 
served the same as Louis the sixteenth, and that Hunt also said, 
that he could contrive something which would destroy the New 
Bailey, and then the prisoners would be soldiers for him: that he 
would level all property and bring the magistrates down upon their 
knees: and that she must swear that this conversation between 
Mr. Hunt and herself, took place three days before the Whitemoss 
business. And this deponent further saith, that Shawcross also 
told her she must get a letter writtea as if from Mr. Hunt, pro- 
mising to attend to her business, and that deponent must swear 
that she received this letter from Mr. Hunt on the Friday before 
the Whitemoss business, and must soil and dirty it, as it must be 
shewn: and Shawcross having then ceased writing, said to de- 
ponent, I must fillit up, and you must meet me at our office this 
afternoon at three o’clocks And this deponent further saith, that 
on the same Monday, the seventcenth of April at three o’clock, 
deponent again went to the police-office, and saw Shawcross, who 
sent some person to see if Mr. Heslop was at home, and ou the 
return of the messenger, deponent accompanied Shawcross to Mr. 
Heslop’s, who was standing on the step of the door of his house, 
and who asked the deponent how she did, to which she replied very 
poorly; and that he then said, ‘* never mind, you terrify yourself :’ 
that Heslop and Shawcross then left deponent in the passage, and 
went into a room fora few minutes, and on their coming out, Hes- 
Jop said to deponent, this gentleman (pointing to Shaweross) will 
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tell you what to do: that Shawcross and deponent then came out 

and went to the door of the police-office, when Shawcross said to 
deponent, we cannol do it now, come down to the Police-office 
to-morrow morning. And this deponent further sath, that Soaw- 
cross then said, you look poorl,, vou had better take a glass of 
something to drink, and offered her a shilling, which she refused, 
on which he said take it then, for to get your husband something, 
hethen put the shilling into her band. And deponent further 
saith, that she went on the morning of ‘Tuesday, the eighteenth of 
April last, to the police-office, and saw Shaweross who came with 
the deponent to the door of the office, and said to deponent, we are 
giving you a great dea! of trouble, but you shall be well paid for 
it; he then asked deponent to take a glass of something to drink, 
but deponent refused, and Shawcross then said to deponent, vou 
inust come up this afternoon, and all shall be settled. And this 
deponent further saith, that on ‘Tuesday aflernocon she again went 
to the Police-office, and saw Shawcross, who took deponent into an 
inner-room, and asked her if she had gotten the letter written, to 
which deponent answered uo, for that he had better do it; he said 
no, that would not do, for they would know his hand writing ; and 
informed this deponeut, that the paper was not finished, but it would 
be in the morning ; and then deponent must swear the affidavit, at 
which time deponent should have some money, which would be 
very handsome: that Shaweross then pressed deponent to get the 
letter done, purporting to come from Lunt; and deponent then 
said if he would give her a note that she should not come to any 
harm, to shew to her husband, she would get the letter wrote and 
bring it: that Shaweross then said to deponent, it shall all be set- 
tled to night, and desired deponent to come at eight o'clock to the 
Police-oflice, and then would take deponent to the Coach and 
Horses ; Shaweross then, as deponent was coming away, said stop a 
moment, I will speak to Mr. Murray, (who ts a constable, and also 
a gingerbread baker, and with whoin this deponent had previous 
dealings) and he will bea friend to you, deponent then returned home, 
And this deponent further saith, that she again went to the 
police office at eight o'clock in the evening of the last mentioned 
day, and saw Shawcross, who immediately took deponent to the 
Coach and Horses, when she asked him (Shawceross,) for the note, 
but he replied, Mr. Heslop would give it to deponent in the morn. 
ing, for he did not like to do it himself, as he considered it more 
prudent that Mr. Heslop should give it to deponent than himself. 
That deponent remarked, that he gave her a deal of trouble, to 
which he replied, she should be well paid for it, And this depo. 
nent saith, that on Wednesday, the nineteenth day of April, depo- 
nent, about nine o’clock in the morning, again went to the police 
office and saw Shaweross, who wished depeent a good morning, 

and told her to go to Mr. Heslop’s house, which deponent did, but 
was informed that he was at the office, No, 14, King street, whither 
to deponent went, und asked for Mr. Heslop, aod was informed 

he was engaged ; that after waiting a few minutes he came and 

ealled deponent up stairs, and asked her if she had brought the 

letter, ou which she mformed him that she had not, for ber 
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husband was afraid that she should be brought into some trouble 
unless Mr. Heslop would give her a note; that Mr. Mestop there- 
upon said, I cannot, for it would be very imprudent 3 but your 
husband may come down with you and Shaweross at either twelve 
to day, seven this evening, or nine to-morrow morning, when I 
will satisfy your husband’s mind. And this deponent further saith, 
that Mr. Heslop asked deponent what she was going to do with 
her basket, which she held m her hand, and on her replying that 
she was going to buy some meat, he said to deponcat, you have 
not perhaps got much money, that deponent replicd, but one shil- 
ling, and Heslop thea gave deponent four shillings, and said to 
deponent, when it is all settled, | dowt koow but your husband 
may havea pension from the Prince Regent, for by your swearing 
it will save many thousands of lives. And this deponent further 
suth, that in the course of the couversation, which she then had 
with Mr. Heslop, she told him her clothes were all fast, to which 
he (Heslop) replied, you shall go to London and have plenty of 
money to make you comfortable, aod you shall be removed to 
some other place after you have sworn. And this deponent fur. 
ther saith, that at twelve o’elock on the same Wednesday, she 
went, accompanied by her husband, Willtam Pearson, to the 
Police Office, aud saw Shawcross, who said to deponent, well Mrs. 
Pearson, this is your husbund (pointing to the said William Pear. 
son) to which deponent said yes; oa which Shawceross saia to de- 
ponent’s husband, have you got that letter with you, whoanswered, 
no, but that he would bring it up after he had seen Heslop.-- 
Shaweross then said, 1 cannot go with you now, but you can both 
co to Mr. Heslop. And deponent saith, that as she and 
her said husband were going to Mr. Heslop’s house, depe- 
nent saw Mr. Heslop and another gentleman walking on the 
other side of the way, and he, Heslop, called to deponent, 
and when deponent had crossed the street to him, he gave direc. 
tions to his servant, who was at the door of his house, to shew 
deponeat and ber husband up stairs. And deponent saith, that in 
a very short tine Mr. Heslop came in and asked deponent if that 
was hor husband, and on deponcnt’s replying yes, said to deponent’s 
husband, you may make yourself perfectly casy en the point, for 
J give you my word and honour asa gentleman, you shall come to 
noharm if you let her do as we wish her to do. And deponent fur- 
ther saith, that her husband then asked Mr. Heslop to let him 
hear what this deponent was required to swear to, and Mr. Heslop 
said it must be finished, and then vou shall hear it read. And 
deponent sah, Mr. ifeslop told this deponent to come on the 
following morning at ning o’clock, and not later, and to bring the 
letter with her, but this deponent did not attend such appointment. 
And this deponent imost positively saith, that she uever was at 
Mr. Johnsons house at Smedley, but once, and that was on the 
morning of the sixteenth of August last, when the deponent went 
for the purpose of asking Mr. Hunt’s avsistance to recover 
some property, which deponent considers herself to be en- 
titled to, and deponent saith, that was her sole object in so 
going to Mr. Johnson's. Aud deponent saith, that she had no 
conversation there with Mr. Huntor any other person whomsrever, 
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except about the recovery of the said property ; and that upon 
deponent’s making such application to Mr. Hunt, be stated that he 
was not a solicitor and could not do anything for her, although he 
wassorry he could not render her any assistance. And this deponent 
further saith, that on Friday, the twenty-first day of April last, 
about eleven o'clock in the forenoon, two gentlemen oe upon 
this deponent, and asked her if her name was not Pearson, and if 
she did not know Mr. Hunt, and had not called upon him at Mr. 
Johnson's house ; to which question this deponent answered in the 
affirmative ; that after asking this deponent’s business with Hunt, 
which she declined answering, observing that she did not know 
who they were: they said, this deponent must not be afraid, for 
they were fricnds to the magistrates of Manchester, and were sent 
to talk to this deponent, and to know if she would stick to the 
gentlemen against Hunt and Johnson ; to which this deponent re- 
plied, you want me to swear people’s lives away, and to get me into 
the New Bailey ; but they said no, far from any such thing, we 
will take care that you are protected from all trouble, and we will 
put you into any situation that you wish; and asked this depo. 
nent what situation she would wish; and upon her saying 
that she should like a public house, they said she should have one, 
and a good one too. Saith, that she asked them what their names 
were, and where they lived, that she might call upon them; to 
which they replied, that this deponent should know that, when it 
was all settled, and they hoped that she would do every thing that 
Mr. Heslop wished her to do, for it would be to her own benefit. 
That they then whispered to one another, but this deponent does 
not know what was said. After which they went on the outside of 
the door, and one of them turned back and said, (addressing depo- 
nent) Mrs. Pearson, will you accept of a sinall present of money ; 
but this deponent replied, no, Sir, I dare not take any thing from 
you, for if my husband were to know, he would be very angry 
with me, and say that you have given it to me to perjure myself. 
That they then desired deponent to step up to Mr, Heslop’s office, 
at fuur o'clock, for he (Mr. Heslop) wanted to see her for some- 
thing very particular, which she, this deponent, promised to do. 
Saith, that previous totheir going away, they particularly request- 
ed this deponent nat to mention any thing about it, for if she did, 
perhaps some would jet that rascal Hunt know of il, who was try- 

ing to get a new trial, and he would then bring the magistrates of 

Manchester into disgrace. Saith, that about three o'clock in the 

afternoon on the same day, Mr. Heslop’s clerk came to this depo- 

nent’s house and told ber that she must go to his master’s office 
immediately, and she told him that she would be with him as 
quickly as possible. And this depouent saith, that ou her arrival 
at the office she was shewn up stairs to Mr. Heslop, who said, Mrs. 
Pearson, | have been very ful! of trouble to see you, on which this 
deponent asked him if he bad not sent two gentlemen down to ber 
house to dav; and he replied no, I did not; but if there have been 
any they will be friends of yours. He then sand, | think we had 
better begin to write, and get this business forwarded a5 svon as 

we cat; when thisdeponent rephed, that she hoped le would ex- 

¢use ber then as she wanted tu iake lice busbaud’s ica, as he was 
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very poorly. Upon which he said, if you go now you must pro- 
inise to see inc at nine or half past to-morrow morning. But this 
deponent not attending as she had promised, Mr. Heslop’s clerk 
came to her on the Saturday morning, about eleven o'clock, and 
said that she must go to Mr. Nadin’s office immediately, and take 
Mr. Shaweross with ker to Mr. Heslop’s office; but this deponent 
begged they would excuse her till Monday morning, for she had 
been very unwell during the night. And this deponent further 
saith, that on Monday, the twenty-fourth of April, she went to 
Nadin’s office, where she saw Mr. Shawcross, who said, well Mrs. 
Pearson, you are using Mr. Heslop very ill, and the gentlemen 
likewise, to which this deponent said, that she could not help it for 
she had been very illand she could notcome, andjthis deponent then 
asked Shawcroas if he would go with her to Heslop’s office, and he re- 
plied no, for ke was very busy, it being the King’s birth day ; but 
he wished deponent to go by all means. And this deponent fur- 
ther saith, thatshe went up to Mr, Leslop’s office, but he not being 
within she went to his house, where she saw Mr. Heslop, who ex- 
claimed, Oh dear, Mrs. Pearson, I have no time to talk to you 
now, but you must step up to-morrow morning, at about eleven 
o'clock, and there isa great gentleman from the country, who 
wiil be a great friend to you, whom Hunt has used very ill at York, 
he will meet you with two or three more at my office, and he 
(Heslop) added, don’t you. give me the trouble of sending for you. 
And this deponent further saith, that Mr. Heslop cautioned her 
against saying any thing more to Shawcross, he being uothing 
more than a servant, and he had already made himself too busy, 
and they did not wish him to know any thing more of $> seriousa 
business, and on this deponent observing to Heslop that she was 
afraid God would never forgive if she did such a thing, he replied, 
that she would be doing a good thing, for she would be the means 
of saving the lives of many thousands, besides saving the honour 
of the Manchester magistrates, whose characters had been disgraced 
by that villain Hunt, whom you must think is a very bad man, for 
he does not live with his wife. And this deponent further saith, 
that, on the afternoon of Monday she went to the police office, and 
saw Shawcross, who told her that the affair had been told to a gen- 
tleman that Hunt had used ill, and that if she would complete the 
order as_ they wished her, it would hang that damned scoundrel 
Hunt, and that the gentleman had said that a hundred pounds 
would be no object, and ifdeponent and her husband did not ap 
prove of living in Manchester there should be a comfortable 
cottage provided for them in the country, upon which he clapped 
her upon the back, and said these are promises for you, if I had 
half of these promises made to me, I would swear any thing 
against the damned rascal. And upon this deponent saying that 
she should like to see those gentlemen, he said she must defer that 
till after the affidavit was made, and she would then sce them at 
the New Bailey. And this dcponcnt further saith, that she went to 
Mr. Sleslop’s on the Tuesday morning, aud sawa gentleman writing 
in the office, who said, I suppose you expeeted to sce some gen- 
Hemen here, but you must excuse them fer they were so falguce 
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yesterday on account of the birth day that they left orders withme: 
he then ‘svid that there was a rentleman from the country had left 
deponent a very handsome compliment, at the same time laying 
his hand apon a parcel which appeared to be bank notes. De- 

yonent then asked, if he wanted her fer any thing more, to which 
i replied, oo, not ull to-morrow morning, at about twelve o'clock, 
a quarter before or a sae after, and at that time you must be 
sure to attend at the New Bailey, and there will bea person who 
will know you, and he will shew you into the counsellor’s room, 
where there will be some gentlemen to allend you, and sware you 
to the affidavit, Lam now drawing up, and you will be brought 
back to Mr. Heslop’ s office for the compliment that is left for you. 
Aud this deponent further saith, the above mentioned gentleman 
also told her that she must be kept i in tow for three or four days 
for the purpose of getting her story well fixed in her memory, that 
she might make no blunders por her examination. He then said we 
have got the name of Pearson, but we want your Christian name, 
what is it? Aud this deponent answered Matida, which be wrote 
down upon a slip of paper. Deponent then left the office. 

MATILDA PEARSON, 
her >¢ mark. 
Sworn at Manchester aforesaid, the 
l2th day of May, 1820, the atli- 

davit having been first carefully 

read over to deponent (who per- 

fectly understood the same), by and 

beture me. 

J.R. Arxtnson, 
A Correct Copy. 


In tr® Kine's Bence, 


WILLIAM PEARSON, of Clege’s Buildings, Canal 

Strect, Salford, in the county of pa aster, journeymao trunk. 
maker, maketh oath and saith, that on Wedoe sday , the nineteenth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty, deponent went with his wife, Matilda Pearson to the 
Police Office at Manchester, and saw Jolin sShawcross, the clerk, 
whom deponent had previously known, and who said to deponent's 
wife, well Mrs. Pearson, this is your husband; and on her replying 
yes, Shawcross asked deponent if be had got that letter with him. 
Deponenut said, no; but that he would bring it after he had seen 
Mr. Heslop. Shaweross said, I cannot go with you now, but you 
can both go. And this deponent further saith, that as this depo. 
nent and his wife were going towards Mr, Ileslop’s he Use, depo- 
nent heard Mr. Heslop, who’ was walking on the other side of the 
street, call to deponent’s wife, and when they had crossed over to 
him, he desired them to go up stairs. And this dcponent further 
saith, that in three or four minutes Mr. Heslop came to them, and 
asked deponent’s wife if that was her husband, ailuding to this de- 
ponent ; on which depovent's wife replied, yes; and this depu- 
nent saith, that Heslop theu said Lo deponent, you may make your 
mind perfectly easy on the point, for | give you my word and ho- 
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nour, on a gentleman, that you shallcome to no harm if you tet 
her do as we wish her to do. Deponent then asked Mr. Heslop to 
let him hear what deponent’s wife was to swear read over; to 
which Mr. Heslop said, it must be finished, and then you shall hear 
itread. And this deponent further saith, that Mr. Heslop then 
desired deponent's wife to come to him on the following morning 
at nine o’clock, and not later, and to bring the letter with her. 
That Mr. Heslop said to depenent, write down what Mr. Hunt 
said to your wife, and let her bring that with her wuen she comes. 
And this depoaent further saith, that his said wife did not attend 
“Mr. Heslop on the following morning as requested by him (Heslop) 
as this deponent verily believes he, this deponent, having positively 
mterdicted her going to him again. 
WILLIAM PE&RSON. 

Sworn at Manchester, in the county 

of Lancaster, the t@thday of May, 

1829, belore me 

J... Arkinson, 
A True Copy. 

Of the parties concerne | in this transaction, you will remember 
the landlord of the Coach and Horses was a witness against us 
at York, and could not tell whether 180,006, or 5,000 passed 
by lis heuse, ou their way to the meeting! Shawcross is one 
of the white-iaoss heroes. Iuiton, of Hulton, is the fellow, 
whose oath being disregarded, repaired the mefortune by 
offerme his word of honoxwr; which bad been before pledged 
to the Courter, that there was only one person wounded by a 
sthre, on the 16ih of August. Of course, bis word and his 
honour still remain in pawn, and in all probability wil remain 
there a lous while. 

L intend, wheu f have leisure to expatate a littl more at 
lencth on the characters of these gentlemen, and other gentle- 
men, who have homoured me with their designs agaiust my life 
and reputation; wnong whom, a neighbour of mine, whom I 
shall introdiice to you, as the Knight of the Wooden Muskets, 
and the ‘ Nine Tat/ors,” will be conspicuous, I have now 
enly space to inform you that [ain m excellent healih; and 
that with the time i have sow on my hands, and a good dispo- 
sition to improve the advantage, my enemies shail find mea 
much more powerful and determined oppoient of their bane- 
ful and malignant measures, than ! have yet Leen. 


They shall howl like the yell of the storm, 
They shall flee, like the deer-herd affrighted. 
Give my kindest love to Mrs. H., and your family; and you 
will oblige me, by requesting Frank!in to forward a copy of 
those VEPpses On the death of Mrs. i A RDY, who last ea life 
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her side, at ordoight, on a charge of high treason, during ths 
administration of the “ Pilot who weathered the Storm,” and 
forward them to the Manchester Observer. Wishing you every 
ble SsIng you can enjoy, 
I remain, 
Yours sincerely, 
JOSE PH JOHNSON. 


Fe aa ee — ei 
nin: 


SOMETHING LIKE HYPOCRISY. 
TO JOSEPH BUTTERWORTH, ESQ. M.P. FOR 
DOVER, 
‘¢ Go thou, and do likewise.‘ 

So, Si, you felt alarmed at Alderman Wovd’s questions 
which, for the best of purposes, he puta few moments before 
the execution, to the determmed ‘Phisthewood. It was not 
right, it appears, in this case, according to your notions, to in- 
terfere at his last moments—to know the particulars, the why, 
and the wherefore, he was entrapped, and insligated——to fa. 
thom the bottom, and acquire a full and complete knowledge 
of all the parties concerned, This, it appears, in your C ial 
tian view of the subject, was wrong. That you should ex- 
press dissatisfaction, at any one’s interfering wit! ran ‘nadividual 
in Thistlewood’s situation, may be very surprising, except to 
those who know can blow hot and celd with the same 
mouth ; and who also know you carry two faces auder a hat, 
Did not you, Sir, once interfere, under very similar circum. 
efanees, with the unfortunate BELLINGHAM? I think you 
did ; fur I have the following record ai the particulars :—-“ Cn 
Sunday night, about eleven o'clock, Mr. Newman went inte 
the cell with Mr. Butterwor i the Bookse Her, of Fleet Street. 
On this occasion, he requested of Mr. Newman, pea, ink, and 
paper, which was inion in an hour. During the time he 
spent Ww ith Mr. Butterworth, he entered on relizions conversa- 
tion, and poited out two or three places m Sevipture ; yee 
there did not appear any feelings of repeniance, contr. lion, a“ 
earnestness to obtain the mercy ef God.- Mr. Butterwoith 
asked him to answer one question, he said, € VU tell you any 
question you wish to know.’ * Had you any other pe rson, o1 
persons concerned with you in the murder of Mr. Perceval” 
“No: Ido most solemnly declare | bad not’ ¢ In what man- 
ner did vou precure the pistols 2? ‘Lf boucht them at Mr. 
Beckwith’ 5, OW buall.’ hia vine € SLDES ed date Gd Hess to ven 
any declaration to salisty thie paalitic niall Myr. Butterwerth 
tuek cut lis pocket boek, and with his pencil wrote a few 
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tines declaratory of Bellingham’s acting not from any polittcal 
motive, nor with the knowledge of any other person whatever. 
Bellingham then took the pocket book and pencil into his own 
hands ; and after reading what was written in an audible and 
firm tone of voice, s siened, und dated the declaration, Mr. 
sutterworth thanked him for this information, and prayed with 
him.” Now, Sir, seeing how well you acted in this business, 
what harm could there possibly arise? Why need you seem so 

shocked, when Alderman Woed, in the language of my motto, 
Which, as you know, is from Scripture, went and “ did like- 
wise.” Yours, &c. 

NEMO. 

May 13. 

P.S. lt appears that Sheriff Heygate questioned Belling: 
ham upon several subjects, at the place of execution. Sheriff 
Rothwell did not like to interfere im Thistlewood’s last mo- 
ments. Elow kind! Silence! Hush! Say nothing! The 
jeast said 1s soonest mended. 


eee | re ere me ee eee ee ee Ee 








SEIZURE OF BREAKFAST POWDER.—EXCISEMAN 
DEFEATED. 





Nottingham, 8th May, 1820. 

Mr. Dwarrp, 

I have been prevailed upon to transmit an account 
of a prosecution, instituted by some officers of excise, against 
a shopkeeper of this town, m: imed Latham, for selling break- 
fast powder. 

This important case came before the magistrates on the 27th 
ult. and was an information against J. Latham, for “selling a 
certain quantity of roasted peas, beans, or other grain, or 
veget table subst: ince, or substances, prepared or manufactured 
for the purpose of being an imitation of, or in any respeet to 
resemble coffee, or cocoa, contrary to the statute in that case 
made and provided. ' 

The person who laid the information, was Stephen Sander- 
son, collector of excise in Derby and Nottingham; and the 
thing by whom he was to substantiate the charge e, and who was 
sent to purchase the article at the defendant’s shop, was named 
Woodhead, alias Woodenhead, excise officer. This crea- 
dure stated, that “ he asked for radical coffee ;” but acknow- 
ledged “ he could not get it in that name,” and finally bought 
‘tin the name of breakfast powder. On cross examination by 
fatham, he said “he had no premise of reward,” no “ expec: 








































= ohne 


Re enema =. 


ew 


a 














», a 
‘4 


4 THE BLACK DWARF, 








fation of reward,” “no, not even if he obtained a conen 


! 1 


dion ;” but abt any friend, a tocu hadst but seea him during 
some part of his cross examiation, verily thou wouldst have 
been remiaded agai of the terrinc appearance ¢ of the‘ Dragon 
of Wantley. gon 5. “ould [ but picture to thy imagination, that 
Woodenhead, with lair erect, ike the quill on the P orcupine’s 
back ;—with eyes darting fury, and mouth vomiting forth nou- 
sense; thou woulds t feel for the perilous situation of the de- 
fendant;—yet [I can assure thee, the little fellow never once 
appeared dismayed at the rage of this Woodenheaded crea- 
ture. If thou badst heard add its blunders, it had forgot 
where the defendant lived, or itnever kuew,—and after the 
focal gentleman whe conducted the prosecution, had got it to 
say, that the breakfast powder in question was made of vegetable 
wabet ance, it allerwards declared, oa cross examination, “ that 
it did'nt know that it was vegelable substance, but thought it 
was.’ Stated the defendant’s name to be written at fall length, 
(which if was not) ona sign board, over the door: but after- 
wards said, “ didut know whether it was ona sign boaid, or 
whether ii was wrote on the door sill” The defendant com- 
menced his defence, by observing, that when he began manu- 
facturing breakfast powder, he had no knowledge of any law 
he was violating. The powder had frequently been under the 
eves of the excise officers, when they came to survey his goods; 
be had often shewn it to them, and they had always intumated 
to him, thet so long as he did not call it coffee, they could not 
interfere. He endeavoured to shew, that the statute of the 
13 Geo. Til, cap. 129. upon whic hh this prosecution was 
founded, could not be applic ‘able to the case in question. ‘The 
origin and design of that scatute was, to prevent any spurious, 
or inferior article, from being mam ufactured from ingredients 
inentioned in that act, for the adulter ‘ation of cotfee or cocoa, 
th: ereby defrauding the public, and the revenue. The com- 
nissioner Who drew that c basins, or the legislators whe passed 
i into a law, could not have any knowledge of such a discovery 
being made as breakfast powder. It was a separate, and dis- 
tuct article, always sold for what it was, never offered fur wiiat 
owas not; and the price was consistent with its original value. 
lt was a national good, by its benetits to the poor, provided 
the powder was made from grain, they would see it was cal- 
culated to promote the agricultural initerest—to increase the 
revenue OF the country—and to give cimployment to the poor. 
‘Che commissioners of excise could not be favourable to pio- 
secutions of this sort, from a circumstance which occurred at 
Oakham m Rutlandshue, where some excise officers seized 
mothe shop of Mr. ihompson, about 2olb. of his breakfast 
powder, Samples of u, both ground and upriound, wer 
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sont fe the Board of Excise in London, and after a lapse of 

weeks, it was returned, with orders to the excise officers to 
restore the whole, with permission to sell it, in the name of 
breakfast powder. Mr. T. was then selling li to a great extent, 
supplying O different markets, besides having agents in many 


eh.» 
Wistar Ves, 


jie then insisted, that before he could be convicted, proof 
must be given that the powder produced was the produce of 
grain or vegetable substance, and no such proof bad been given 
it the evidence for the prosecution.—In order to pul the ques- 
ition beyond doubt, he would call witnesses who would prove 
satisfactorily, that powders equal in appearance to the powder 
were made by the defendant from ingredients neither grain, 
nor vezetable substance.—He then proceeded to call witnesses, 
Jobn Bacon, excise olficer, who served the summons, and Pet- 
tinger, supervisor, proved the powder to have uot been secreted, 
jut always exposed—often shewn to them—and that Bacon 
had Golien intimated, SO long as lie did not cail it coffee he had 
nothing to do with it. 

John Sands called, and he corroborated last witness. 

A phry sician was called, but being of the Society of Friends, 
refused being sworn—the doctor staid in court the whole of 
the time, and gave full proof of his good will towards the de- 
tendant. . 

Another professional gentleman was cal'ed, and explained 
the distinguishing qualities of breakfast powder—that he had 
used the powder himself—had recommended it to his patients, 
where he found coffee or cocoa disagree—that it was not in his 
power to say the powder in question was produced from either 
grain or vegetable substance-—that he had seen powders made 
cand could make them hiniself) from animal substances, which 
appeared exactly the same as the powder in question. On 
vross examination. Did he not think the powder was a fair 
unitation of coffee? No! He did not think it was, no more 
than it was an imitation of snuff, 

Charles Worthington product d two samples of powder, the 
same in appearance as the powder in case. Stated that he was 
aot only present when they were manufactured, but that he 
assisted in the manufacturing of them. Declared on his oath 
that they were not made from any hind of grain, or vegetable 
sulstance. Refused to say of what they were made. Stated, 
that he had received some letters from Mr. Thompson, of 
Oakham, relative to the seizure of some of his breakfast pow- 
der by excise officers, and of the restoration of the same by 
orders from the Board of Excise. The letters were read. 

loseph Kadenale, gave evidence fo the sume effect as the 
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last witness. After about LU or 15 minutes consultation, ti> 
tuagistrates dismissed the charge. Thus you see the b orough 
faction, alias the excise, has for once been defeated, 


Q. IN THE CORNER. 
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PROPOSED VISITING OF MESSRS. HUNT, JOIINSON, &e 





Coventry, 20th May, 1820. 
SIR, 
I shall be glad if you would inform me, whether 

Mr. Hunt, at Ilchester; and his companions in suffering, at 
Lincoln, can receive direct communications by post, or other- 
wise: or, whether any one would be admitted to see them. 1 
shall never be satistied with any thing like pecuniary aid alone, 
being tendered to them. I should like to hear cf several in- 
dividuals offering to stay with them a given period, in prison, 
to keep them company. I, for one, will take my turn, in eithe: 

gaol, for a week, or longer, if need he, at any time. How ever, 
Mr. Hunt, whose imprisonment is for the longest period, never 
shall be kept there without somebody at least visiting him 
during two and a half long years, if any one can be admitted. 
Swill go on purpose. If you choose, you may, i! your next 
Dwarf, say that the above communication has been offered; 
and if others will join iu the plan, request them to communi- 
cate with you. If a sufhcient number of individuals can be 
found, this will terrify some rogues that we know beyond mea- 
sure; because it will make imprisonment no punishment, but a 
good jest. About 50 individuals would be sufficient to see 
them all, Sir Charles Wolseley into the bargain, Surely these 
are to be found. 
CANDID. 


— Som 


SPIES AND SPECIAL COMMISSIONS. 





— 








One is to be sent down to York, in the course of the presen! 
month, to try the persons now confined in York Castle, upou 
charges of high treason. There are 25 in this predicament, 
principally from the neighbourhood of Hudderstield. We 
have no doubt, could the affair be traced to its actual source, 
it would be found to have the same origin, as the Cato Street 
conspiracy. But asthe parties implicated, are poor and friend: 
less, they will be left destitute of the proper means of defence, 
and probably suffer for the guilt of others. We should like to 
hear when the SPECIAL Com MISSION to investigate into the 
Manchester Slaughter will be appointed; for we do not yet 
relinquish the hope, that justice will be obtained against thre 

authors of that kerrid business. 
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CAUTION.—Mr. HuNyr has applied fora Habeas Corpus, 
to be brought up to plead his own cause, in the indictment 
wainst him for cons piracy, to obstruct the election of Lord 
Mayor. This has been refused; on the ground that the . 
judges do not like to make a precedent onthe “subject, as itisa 
new question ; forgetting the precedent is made the contrary 
way. Aryule has been obtained against Mr, Hunt, calling 
upon hem to shew cause, why a criminal information should not 
be made absolute against him. He is in préson, and does not 
think proper to trust his case in the hands of counsel. And 
yet the judges refuse to hear him in person, though he must be 
brought up at his own expence: because the Judges think the 
business may be as conveniently done by counsel! As con- 
veniently for th: am, perhaps, but certainly 1 not for Mr, Hunt, 
who has been fur two or three terms attending the Court to 
plead in his own behalf, vpon principles which the rules of 
court would not permil a counsel to advance. But then Mr. 
Hunt would most likely open some of the secrets of his 

‘prison house,” and talk again of the Manchester slaughter, 
and, perhaps, only perhaps he might not think so highly of the 
he nek. at present, as lis reliance upon its jbstice indice d him 
before. 


we Ai. ai —— - _ . = 


STATE CONTRIVANCES ! 

















Scenrk.—A Parlour tin Grosvener Square. 
Enter CAstLeRraG, SIDEMOUTA AND SPY WARDS. 


Stde.— Where hast thou been brother?” 

Spy.—Making a ! 

Cus.—* Brother, where thou ?” 

Stde.-—The filthy swine, that would our Lordships’ hang, 
And cry Reform! Reform! thro uchout our land, 
Such rapid strides are making, far and wide, 

T'o stop the which, I’ve made us upa plot! 

For as they roar ont ** Liberty or Death a 

We won't give one, but they shall have the other! 

To make up which, the whicih—the which—you'll help 

Cas. —Vll give thee cold! 

Spy.—My ‘Lord, thou’rt kind! 

Sid.— And I, Vinsure thy escape will mind ! 

Spy.—I myself will gel the other !— 

With hand-grenades we'll make a smother ; 

I'll blow into their ears rebellion, loud !— 

Vil ceive them beer and pistols, bread and cheese 

With gin, ball- ‘cartridges, and pikes, and powder— 
“ps when they speak but foud—why, Vil speak louder / 

I had forgot—azve bues, and ’tis comple at 
To put your Lords! iy s' heads in~-happy feat! 

Sid.— Adieu ! . 
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dag —Siuccess ! 
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Sid.—The plo’ tokiuluasadl! 
At some great dinver, if it suit. or ball? 


SceyE.—Changes toa Tap Room. 


Srywarnps drinking. 

Spy.—V'll now off to the loft, whieh ft have hired 5 
Where all my victims meet, to meet their files, 
To-morrow’s dawn must sce a little blood, 

At things turn outas LT ordain they shall 

The officers will first make their approach, 

The first man’s tuck te enter, is bis death ! 

For, when the lights are out, aud hell lets loose, 

The blachest darkness tt has cot in store, 

‘Then, ** thrive my sword ;" a3 after, my escape ! 

When “ mad for the slaughter, and confusion, made 

fictims to vice, get halters--V tee gets paid!” 
Scene.—Changes to the scaffald at the Old Bawiey. 

Enter Castinnac, rumiiating on preparations —Time 8 o'elech, 

Cus.—* fit were done, when 'tis done, then ’twere well,’ 
That it is doing now :—** but in such case, 

*¢ We still have judgment here, that we but teach 

*© Bloody instructions; which, being taught, return 
‘To plague th’? inventor! Perchauce siern justice 

** Returns th’ ingredients of our personed chalice, 

* To our own |i inns ! ’ They were sncited too, 

Ky well-paid spies to tempt the horrid deed ! 

And we, the eunidians of this starving laud, 

Instead of list? ning to their strong complai its, 

See them urg’d on to deeds that must destroy them ! 

This plead like angels, trumpet-tongued a; gainst 
oT he deep deception oftheir taking off! 

* And pity like a naked new-h orn ba! be, 

“ Striding the blast, or heav'n’s che wubien bors'd, 

“Upon the sizhtless courses of tne Abts 

‘© Shall blow the horrid deed in ev ry eye 

‘* That tears shall drown the wine.’ “ Conscience avannt!” 
They dying shout, Reform! which through my brain 

F ‘lies, and expels all sense, but to revenge ! 

Which, (cordial antidote tor rebel men) 

Stops their foul moutns from bullying d: mn 'd truths, 

Vhieh, swell—Ah! hear! °tis * Lis RTY, “theyery! 
nner mdi ier aan m satisfied, they die. 

Scenu.—4 streelin L ondon—-U ASTLERAG walking home. 

Cas —Cur spy now safe, Juries have our consent 
T hat he for treason should indicted be: 

Thas good men, seeing ** Keform,” the mere watcii-word 
Of foul conspirators, and such Jike herd, 

ill Loyal turn, and join us, as we sing, 
ax all the Radicals * God save the King . W. FLL 
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